
 

  

   

 THE TOOLBOX 

  

Can you believe it's already February? Before you know it, you will be traveling to Boston for 

your orientation. Will you be ready? Get your first taste when you participate in an Ability 

Camp this Spring. 

 

 

 

 

WHAT TO BRING? 

  



As a quick update, we are close to finishing your team manuals, so be on the lookout for a link 

to those. These manuals will hold important information about fundraising, what a day in the 

life is like, and what to pack! If you’re motivating and want to get a step ahead of the check 

out the packing list HERE. The big needs will be a tool belt, boots, work gloves, eye 

protection, and ear protection! 

 

 

 

MEET ANOTHER CAMP 

  
 We are excited to introduce Camp Paivika, as this will be our very first year with them! You 
will be the first Build America team to visit a camp in California. With their unique schedule 
you will have the chance to participate in activities with 2 different sets of campers 
throughout the week! Check out this video highlighting the Summer. 
  
“Camp Paivika offers children, teens and adults with disabilities a traditional camp 
experience delivered with nurturing support and, above all, an emphasis on fun. Days here are 

filled with well-regulated, morning-to-night activities that are creatively adapted to enable 

fun and encourage participation. We are guided by “can,” not “can’t” – and no one is left 
out.” 

 

https://abilityexperience.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2018/09/BAM-Packing-Guide.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JVSN70UqzmM


 

 

Drug Testing 

  
  

 The Ability Experience has a zero tolerance policy for drugs during our events. You should 

have received specific directions on your drug testing requirement and when and where you 

will need to get tested prior to orientation. If you haven’t received the email please let your 

Regional Director know!. 

 

 

 



PI ALPHA MENTORS COMING YOUR WAY 

 

  
You have been matched to Pi Alpha Mentors, and they will be reaching out to you within the 

next couple of weeks. Your mentor is a resource for you to utilize outside of your Regional 

Director for insight into what a summer event experience is like. They were in your shoes at 

one point so be sure to utilize their knowledge. Live in the same area as your mentor? Meet for 

coffee or go on a ride together. This is a great opportunity to build a relationship and grow 

your support system before and during the trip.  

  
  
  
  
  

 

 

FUNDRAISING ADVICE 

  

Still working on your letter mailing? We have had some major recent successes, like  Riley 

Luttgeharm from the Theta Phi Chapter (Louisiana Tech) on Journey of Hope. He has been rocking 

it at mailing out his fundraising letter. We have received quite a few donations in the mail for him. 

Along with his letter, Riley included a one-pager with mailing instructions on how to donate, 

making it super simple for his donors to take action and contribute to his page. 

  

Need a place to start? Check out this TEMPLATE . Feel free to make it your own!  

https://abilityexperience.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2018/10/BAM-Sample-Fundraising-Letter.pdf


  

Planning your first fundraising event? Or maybe you realize you need one to help get you to your 

minimum? You need to have a good plan, set realistic goals and start taking action! Work with your 

Regional Director on your next call to get help and feedback. Check out the Fundraising Events 

section of the Team Member Manual for ideas and resources all well.  

 

MISSION MOMENT 

 

 

“My step son is on the autistic spectrum and what BAM taught me is people just have 
different abilities. My son was told he wasn’t going to speak or be able to socialize effectively 
with the world around him. He is now 12 is extremely intelligent and scores above average on 
all categories, has many friends and has wonderful relationships, he’s been in regular 
education since kindergarten and has proven everyone wrong every step of the way. This was 
possible mostly from his determination but complemented by the guidance and unlimited 

endurance by his mom and me. I usually talk about it because you can’t explain it with words, 
but BAM let me know what humans are capable of if you just give them the best chance you 
can. Had it not been for the experience with BAM twice, I don’t think I would have been 
prepared for my son or been the dad I am for him today. It totally changed my life.” 

- Cory Pittman, Delta Iota (Middle Tennessee) Build America 2009/2011 

 



 

February sweep up 

• Click your Regional Director’s name to schedule your February call today! 

o Eric Baze (Midwest)  

o Gary Sugg (Southeast)  

o Mike McBride (West)  

o Matt Sutter (Northeast)  

• Ability Camps: Make sure to locate an Ability Camp near you and put the date on your 

calendar. It's a mandatory requirement. Check out the Ability Camp page for locations. 

• Submitting administrative items: Click here to submit your medical history form and 

insurance card that are due this month. 

• February Fundraising incentive: Keep an eye out on The Ability Experience Team Events 

Facebook page for a FLASH Fundraising Incentive coming up. 

  

 

  

 

January Fundraising Winners: 

Watch the video to see who won last month’s fundraising raffle! 
   

   

 

http://pkp.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT03Mjc1NTM3JnA9MSZ1PTkwMjgzMzc2NiZsaT01NTQ4Mjc5MA/index.html
http://pkp.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT03Mjc1NTM3JnA9MSZ1PTkwMjgzMzc2NiZsaT01NTQ4Mjc5Mg/index.html
http://pkp.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT03Mjc1NTM3JnA9MSZ1PTkwMjgzMzc2NiZsaT01NTQ4Mjc5NA/index.html
http://pkp.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT03Mjc1NTM3JnA9MSZ1PTkwMjgzMzc2NiZsaT01NTQ4Mjc5Ng/index.html
https://abilityexperience.org/programs/ability-camp/
http://pkp.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT03Mjc1NTM3JnA9MSZ1PTkwMjgzMzc2NiZsaT01NTQ4Mjc5OQ/index.html
http://pkp.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT03Mjc1NTM3JnA9MSZ1PTkwMjgzMzc2NiZsaT01NTQ4MjgwNA/index.html
http://pkp.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT03Mjc1NTM3JnA9MSZ1PTkwMjgzMzc2NiZsaT01NTQ4MjgwNA/index.html
http://pkp.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT03Mjc1NTM3JnA9MSZ1PTkwMjgzMzc2NiZsaT01NTQ4MjgwNg/index.html
http://pkp.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT03Mjc1NTM3JnA9MSZ1PTkwMjgzMzc2NiZsaT01NTQ4MjgwNg/index.html

